Who has Access to the Informa-
tion on the Registry?

All names and information on the Child Abuse Reg-

istry are confidential. Access to the registry is re-
stricted and is only allowed in specific circum-
stances. The general public does not have access
to this registry.

Information regarding names listed on the registry
would be provided in the following situations:

1. Achild and family services agency may apply
for access to the registry when it conducts a
protection investigation; to assess employees;
foster parents; homemakers; parent aides;
volunteers; student trainees or adoptive appli-
cants with the agency.

2. An adoption agency may apply for access to
the registry (with the person’s written consent)
when the information is required by the adop-
tion agency to assess an adoptive applicant, a
potential employee, volunteer, or student
trainee with the adoption agency;

3. A peace officer may apply for access to the
registry when the information is required for
the peace officer to carry out his/her duties;

4. An employer or other person may apply to the
director (with the person’s written consent) to
determine if a person islisted on the registry,
where the director is satisfied that the informa-
tion is required by the employer or other per-
son for assessing a person whose work in-
volves or may involve the care of a child or
may permit unsupervised access to a child;
and

5. Any person may apply to the director (giving
his/her written consent) to determine if hisfher
own name is listed on the registry. The per-
son may ask the director for any information
pertaining to them contained on the registry

For more information, please
call the Child and Family
Support Branch of
Manitoba Family Services at
(204) 945-6964
or toll free:
[-800-282-8069, ext 6964
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The Purpose of the
Provincial Child Abuse Registry

The Child Abuse Registry is established and main-
tained by the director of child and family services in
accordance with The Child and Family Services
Act.

The province of Manitoba maintains a provincial
child abuse registry. Its primary purpose is to help
child and family service agencies (the agency)
protect children. Under certain circumstances,
organizations and employers can access the regis-
try to determine whether persons who will have the
care of children or have unsupervised access to
children are known to have been involved in the
abuse of a child.

How is a Name Placed
On the Registry?

There are three points of entry for listing a name on
the registry:

1. Aperson was found guilty or pleaded guilty to
an offence involving the abuse of a child in a
court either in or outside of Manitoba; »

2. Afamily courthas found a child to be “in need
of protection™ due to abuse; or

3. An agency's Child Abuse Committee (CAC) has
reviewed the case and formed an opinion that
a person has abused a child.-

How are Names
Reported to the Registry?

There are three ways that names and particulars are
entered onto the Child Abuse Registry:

1. Where a person was found guilty or pleaded
guilty to an offence invoiving the abuse of a
child in a court in or outside of Manitoba, an
agency, a peace officer or the court must
report the name of that person, the circum-
stances of the abuse and any sentence im-
posed to the Director of Child and Famity Ser-
vices (the director) for entry on the registry.

2. Where there has been a finding in family court that
someone has caused a child to be in need of pro-
tection because of abuse, an agency provides the
information to the director for entry on the registry.

3. Finally, when an agency’s CAC has reviewed the
case, has received information from the alleged
abuser and concludes that the person has abused
a child and that the name should be entered on the
registry, the CAC reports its conclusion to the
agency, and the agency provides the information
to the director for entry on the registry.

Is There a Way to Object to the
Entry of a Name on the Registry?

The director enters the names and particulars on the
registry at the conclusion of court [described in (1) and
(2) above].

As described in (3) above, when an agency’s CAC forms
an opinion that the person abused a child and also forms
an opinion that the name should be entered on the regis-
try, the person is notified of the intent to register his/her
name and can object to the entry of the name on the
registry to the Court of Queen’s Bench. The Court of
Queen's Bench then determines whether the person has
abused the child and the name should be entered on the
registry.

Notification Process

The agency must notify the following people that it
intends to enter the person’s name on the registry:

» the person the committee believes abused
the child (where the person is over 12
years old);

o the guardian or parent of the person who
abused the child (where the person who
abused the child is under 18 years old);

o the guardian or parent of the abused child

» the abused child (where the child is 12
years of age or older); and

« thedirector

Obijection Process

The person who has been advised by the agency
of the intent to register his or her name may object
to the entry within 60 days of receiving the notice
by:

1. filing with the Court of Queen’s Bench of
Manitoba (Family Division) a notice of applica-
tion for a hearing together with a true copy of
the notice received from the agency; and

2. serving a true copy of the notice of application
on the agency.

If no notice of application is filed in the court
within 60 days, the agency reports the name of
the person and the circumstances of the abuse
to the director for entry on the registry.

What Happens at the
Court of Queen’s Bench Hearing?

When a person objects to the entry of his/her name
on the registry and files the notice within 60 days, a
court hearing will be held to determine whether the
person abused the child. The decision of the court
is final.

At a hearing, the agency has the burden of proof,
based on the balance of probabilities, to demon-
strate that the person abused the child. All parties
may be represented by legal counsel and each
shall be given full opportunity to present evidence
and to examine and cross-examine witnesses.
The only exception to this rule is that the child
victim cannot be forced to testify. The court can
receive the child’s evidence through hearsay, by
way of a recording, a written statement, or in any
other form or manner the court considers accept-
able.



So You’ve Been Asked to Have a Child Abuse Registry Check...
Fact Sheet from the Agency/Employer & Other (Organization)

; Genemunformatzon .

The purpose of the Child Abuse Registry is to help child and family services agencies protect children.
Under the Act, organizations that provide services to children can have access to Registry information.

There are 3 ways that a name may be listed on the Registry:
1. A person was found guilty or pleaded guilty to an offence involving the abuse of a child in a court
either inside or outside of Manitoba;
2. A family court has found a child to be "in need of protection" due to abuse; or
3. A child and family service agency's Child Abuse Committee has reviewed the case and formed
an opinion that a person has abused a child.

Access to the Registry is restricted and all names and information are confidential. The organization is
only given the information described in Section C.

Child Abuse Registry Checks are required for: anyone to provide work or services to a child and family
services agency; an adoption agency; a day care centre or nursery school; any adult who wants to foster
or adopt a child or any adult who lives with someone who wants to foster or adopt a child. Other
organizations may use a Child Abuse Registry Check to assist them to screen for positions with access
to children.

You need to show two pieces of identification to the staff person. Acceptable identification has your
name, address and date of birth. Examples of acceptable identification in addition to those listed include
a student card, a professional licence, etc. If you intend to return the application to the agency by mail,
you need to have your identification and consent verified by a Commissioner for Oaths, Notary Public or
professional.

A Notary Public may usually be found in a law office.

A Commissioner for Oaths may be found in the offices of:
e Real Estate Agents or General Insurance Agents
e Professional Accountants
e Rural Post Offices
e Municipal Offices
e High School Principals (usually in Winnipeg only)
e Police Officers

Note: An appointment may be required and there may be a fee for this service.

A professional is one of the following:

e Dentist/Medical Doctor/Chiropractor/Optometrist
Lawyer
Minister/Priest/Rabbi
Pharmacist
Principal of primary or secondary school
Judge/Magistrate/Police Officer/RCMP
Postmaster
Professional Accountant who has a designation
Signing Officer of a bank, credit union or trust company
Senior administrator/teacher/professor of a community college or university
Veterinarian
Social Worker

Results of the Registry check will be sent to the organization. You will not receive a copy.

fillfng oz_lt the Application. -

You are the Subject. The agency is the Applicant.
The application is to be completed regardless of your age or the purpose of the check.

Section A-1 and A-2 should be complete when you are given this application as your consent is based
on information contained in these sections.

Part 1 Consent to Collection & Disclosure of Information and Results
Read the statements. Sign and date the consent if you agree with all the statements. If you do not

agree with any statement you do not have to sign. Without your consent a Registry check cannot be
done.
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So You’ve Been Asked to Have a Child Abuse Registry Check...
Fact Sheet from the Agency/Employer & Other (Organization)

_..;filﬁngfo:ut_:the App‘lication.,(qon'tfd) o = -

Part 2 Information and Results

SECTION A - ACCESS BY ...

A-1 Applicant's Mailing Label
This is the Applicant.

A-2 Purpose of Registry Check

According to legislation, an organization may apply for a Child Abuse Registry Check to assess
a person to provide work or services that involve access to children. There should be a check
mark beside the box that best describes the role you want to have with the agency.

A-3 Applicant Authorization

This area is completed by the organization once you have completed Section B and have shown
the appropriate identification to staff.

SECTION B - SUBJECT'S INFORMATION
Complete Section B after you have read and signed the consent.
Print clearly in ink.

Include your full name and any other names or nicknames by which you are known. initials
may lead to confusion with other persons with a similar name.

In B-6 identification - provide the numbers from the two pieces of identification you have chosen
to show agency staff. The agency staff will ask to see this identification and will match it to the
other information on this application.

If you have recently moved or changed your name be sure to tell the staff. Depending on
agency policy, your identification may not be accepted if it is not current.

Read and sign B-7 confirming your consent. Part 1 provides detailed information to enable you
to give informed consent. B-7 confirms your consent and ensures that the consent remains with
the information collected and the results released.

SECTION C — MANITOBA CHILD ABUSE REGISTRY CHECK RESULTS
Do not write in this section.

Staff of the Child Protection Branch will complete this Section. The completed check will be
returned to the Applicant. You will not receive a copy of this information.

F ee P ﬂyment 1

Part 3 Fee Payment
There is a non-refundable fee of $10.00 for each Registry check.

Discuss fee payment with the agency or organization requesting the check to determine whether
you are responsible for payment of the fee.

If you are applying to work with children as a volunteer, a student trainee or in a job placement,
or are applying to foster or adopt a child, the fee is not required.

If you are responsible for the fee payment, please ensure that the $10.00 is included with the
application.
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